Abnormal platelet aggregation response in Huntington's disease.
Platelet aggregation response to epinephrine, dopamine, serotonin, adenosine diphosphate, arachidonic acid, and collagen was examined in seven patients with Huntington's disease and nine of their relatives. All patients, except for two cases that were in terminal states, showed enhanced response to all the stimulants, especially to dopamine and epinephrine. The platelet aggregation response in many relatives also deviated from the normal limit. The relationship between platelet aggregation abnormality in Huntington's disease and the pathophysiology of the disease was discussed from the view of a generalized membrane defect hypothesis in Huntington's disease, and of disturbed cathecholamine metabolism, both in the CNS and periphery. A possibility that platelet aggregation response examination will be a useful screening test of offspring at risk was proposed.